
Essentials of Surgery: A Textbook of Surgery for Student and
Graduate Nurses and for Those Interested in the Care of the Sick.
By Archibald Leete McDonald, M.D., the Johns Hopkins University.
Cloth. Price, $2 net. Pp. 265, with 46 illustrations. Philadelphia.
J. B. Lippincott Company, 1919.
For the past five years it has been the fortune of the

reviewer to be called on to give the course in junior surgery
at a large nurses' training school. He has often been at a
loss to recommend to his students sources from which they
might supplement the lectures. The average textbook on

surgical subjects is written for the medical student or grad-
uate in medicine, and hence presupposes a thorough medical
training on the part of the reader; such books, therefore, are
confusing to the student nurse, and she often gains an erro-
neous impression of a subject, even if she may be persuaded
to struggle through the appropriate chapters of the recog-
nized authorities.
"Essentials of Surgery" appears to have been written with

a clear understanding of the needs and of the capacity of
those for whom it is intended. In the preface, the author
states :
These notes are prepared for the use of senior nurses in connection

with a course on the principles of surgery, in the belief that the nurse
can more intelligently assist in the care of her patient if she has a

reasonable conception of the conditions present and of the indications to
be met in the treatment. . . . The course covers the general
principles of surgical diseases and the pathologic changes which result.

The subject-matter is presented in a concise, logical
fashion, with due regard to scientific exactness, and yet
without sacrificing simplicity of statement or becoming a
mere dry recital of facts. Considering its size, the work is a
veritable mine of information, wonderfully condensed, and
even the medical student preparing for examination would
find here a useful guide.
At the end of each chapter is a table of demonstrations,

presumably for the use of the lecturer in amplifying the text.
They appear to be worth while.
Thirty pages are devoted to a glossary of words in every¬

day use in surgery, but which, to the uninitiated, may well be
most confusing. While all these terms appear in every med¬
ical dictionary, there still seems to be justification for their
inclusion in a glossary in this book, since no one can under-
standingly read, or listen to discussions, concerning a science
with the terminology of which he is unfamiliar; moreover,
by simply defining terms, one can many times impart infor¬
mation in a few words which might otherwise require pages
of explanation.
While heartily approving of the book as a whole, it may

not be amiss to call attention to a somewhat careless use of
English which occasionally appears. For instance, on page
4, we read : "An antiseptic or germicide is an agent which
destroys bacteria, including the following: A, direct heat;
B, steam; C, chemicals." While, of course, no one would
misunderstand the author's meaning, yet he definitely appears
to say that direct heat, steam and chemicals are bacteria
subject to destruction by an antiseptic or germicide. Fortu¬
nately, lapses of this kind are not common enough to detract
from the usefulness of the book, and they are mentioned
chiefly to magnify the necessity for careful proof-reading and
attention to grammatical constructions in the preparation of
books of reference.

Beverages and Their Adulteration: Origin, Composition, Manu-
facture, Natural, Artificial, Fermented, Distilled, Alkaloidal
and Fruit Juices. By Harvey W. Wiley, M.D. Cloth. Price, $3.50
net. Pp. 421, with 42 illustrations. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son
& Co., 1919.
This, a companion volume to the author's earlier work,

"Foods and Their Adulterations," comes at an especiallyappropriate time when the greatest experiment in changing
the beverage-habits of a nation is about to be initiated.
More than half of the book is devoted to a consideration of
beverages of the alcoholic type. Beverages are convenientlydivided by Wiley into two main classes, (1) those which, in
addition to having condimental properties, have also food
value, and (2) those which are purely condimental in char-

acter. A subdivision is made of those beverages which con-
tain toxic properties, whether developed naturally in the
manufacture of added to the product afterward. The alco-
holic beverages, coffee and tea come in this division because
of the alcohol or caffein they contain. There would also be
included those "soft drinks" to which caffein and (nowadays
rarely) cocain have been added. The book, as its title
denotes, does not take up for consideration questions of
health, hygiene or ethics, although each of these problems
is incidentally discussed as occasion seems to demand. The
object of the volume is, however, to describe the origin,methods of manufacture, composition and the conditions
attending transportation and use of the common beverages.Dr. Wiley's long connection with the Bureau of Chemistry
and his uncompromising attitude toward all forms of fraud
and misrepresentation give his pronouncements on various
problems connected with what may be called the beverageindustry of the country, both weight and interest. As its
authors says, the book is "not written for the scientific inves¬
tigator but for the average sober-minded, reasonably well-educated American citizen, who is daily taking a greater anddeeper interest in what he eats and drinks." To this class
one may fairly assign the rank and file of the medical pro¬fession, and the book is one that the average physician willfind a valuable addition to his library of semitechnical
knowledge.
La Tuberculosis: Conocimientos Utiles Para el que la Padece,Quienes con \l=e'\l Viven y Para Todos los que Deseen Ponerse al

Abrigo de la Enfermedad. Distribuido por el State Tuberculosis Sana-torium, Bureau of Correspondence and Information. Carlsbad, TomGreen County, Texas. R\l=u'\stica. Pp. 35. New York: The NationalTuberculosis Association, 1919.
This is a Spanish translation of the pamphlet for popular

use previously issued by the National Tuberculosis Associa-
tion. The prevalence of tuberculosis among the Spanish\x=req-\speaking population of the Southwest constitutes a serious
problem, and the action of the National Tuberculosis Asso-
ciation in making the useful information in this pamphletavailable in Spanish is praiseworthy.

Medicolegal
Physician as Witness Getting Percentage of Judgment

(Davis v. Smoot (N. C), 97 S. E. R. 4S8)
The Supreme Court of North Carolina affirms a judgment

in favor of the plaintiff, administrator of the estate of one
A. M. Davis, against the defendant, a physician, for $125,
the amount which the defendant had collected of said A. M.
Davis for testifying as a witness in a personal injury case
against the city in which said A. M. Davis recovered $625.
The court says that these issues were submitted to the jury
in this action against the physician: (1) Did the defendant
knowingly, designedly, wilfully, and maliciously and unlaw¬
fully charge A. M. Davis 20 per cent, of the amount recovered
by A. M. Davis from the city as alleged in the complaint?
Answer : Yes. (2) What amount, if anything, is the defen¬
dant indebted to the plaintiff? Answer: $125. The defense
was rested on the ground that the agreement was void as
against public policy, and hence that, the money having beenpaid, the plaintiff administrator could not recover it back. It
is public policy that such a contract as this cannot be
enforced, but it is also public policy that such a transaction
as this cannot be allowed to stand simply because the defen¬
dant was able to enforce payment of the illegal exaction.Besides, there was in this case evidence that the defendant
physician gave said A. M. Davis morphin and other medicine;that the latter's mind while the defendant was visiting him
and giving him morphin was in a very unsatisfactory con¬dition; and that the defendant, who ".had made a very goodwitness," collected the $125 with great promptness after A. M.Davis had received it.
The ground of the recovery sought by the plaintiff admin¬
istrator was, not that the defendant swore falsely in favor
of A. M. Davis, but that he made representations that his
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